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A TALE OF TWO PROFESSORS 
The Search for Truth and the  
Struggle for Genuine Academic Freedom 
 
 
Background: 
 
• Debate continues in high schools and colleges over how to understand the origin and 

development of life. 
• Like every other area of inquiry, exploration of this topic benefits from academic freedom 
• On some campuses, professors are being outed or ousted for advancing convictions that run 

against the prevailing culture of that school. 
 
Issues: 
 
• How did the earth and life itself come into existence?  
• Do we live on a meaningless speck, adrift in an uncaring universe or is the universe the act of 

a purposeful God?  
• What does the Bible say about these things and how does scientific discovery support or 

challenge these beliefs? 
• How much freedom is there really within academia to explore these issues honestly/fully? 
 
Characters: 
 
• Guillermo Gonzalez – astronomer/astrophysicist, Iowa State University; author of “The 

Privileged Planet”; coined the term “galactic habitable zone”; discovered two new planets; 
denied tenure and eventually ousted from his post after great protest from the atheist 
community; now a professor at Grove City College PA; adviser to NASA 

• Jamie Smith -- professor of philosophy, Calvin; defender of Calvin’s decision 

• John Schneider – theologian, Calvin College; raised questions about a literal view of Genesis; 
retired early from his post after massive uproar from the Christian community.  

• Hugh Ross – astrophysicist, founder of “Reasons to Believe,” champion of the theory of 
Intelligent Design 

• Stephen Meyer – philosopher of science, Cambridge University (England), author of “Signature 
in the Cell: DNA and the Evidence for Intelligent Design” 

 
Questions: 

1. What was the most intriguing thing you heard or saw on the video? 
 
 
2. What resonance or dissonance do you personally have with the theory of 

“Intelligent Design” and why? 
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3. What earnest questions does science raise for you in relation to your understanding 
the Bible’s teaching about God or human origins? 

 
 
4. Do you see any evidence for the assertion that some “scientists” may not be as 

objective as they claim to be? 
 
 
5. What are some principles that ought to guide exploration of controversial matters? 
 
 
6. What are some Biblical Principles relevant to this whole discussion? 

 
a. The Bible is the inspired Word of God and is trustworthy  

• All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

b. The natural world is intended to reveal its origins and originator 
• You have set your glory in the heavens… When I consider your heavens, the moon 

and the stars which you have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of 
them? (Psalm 8:1, 3-4) 

• I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well. (Psalm 139:14) 

• All your works praise you, Lord. (Psalm 145:10) 

c. The Book of Genesis can be understood faithfully in more than one way… 
• As a phenomenological account (WHAT AND HOW) 
• As a teleological account (WHO & WHY) 
• As a mysterious blend 

d. God calls us to pursue truth  
• Seek and you will find (Matt 7:7) 
• I am the way the truth and the life (John 14:6)  
• Whatever is true, noble, right, pure… think about such things (Phil 4:8) 
• “All truth is God’s truth” (Augustine/Aquinas) 

e. The pursuit of truth can be difficult and costly 
• Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 

destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road 
that leads to life, and only a few find it. (Matt 7:13-14) 

f. Sin has a tendency to blind us to the light of truth – whether we are theistic or atheistic 
• If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit (Matt 15:14) 

g. We must be prepared to bear witness to the reasons for our beliefs  
• Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 

for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. 
(1 Peter 3:15)  


